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I therefore declare the Session open, and
trust that Eivine Providenee will bless your
labours,

{The Lieutenant-lGi¢vernor then retired
and  the Deputy President resnmed the
Chair.)

BILL—-WORKERS’ HOMES ACT
AMENDMENT.

THE CHIEF SECRETARY (Hon J. M.
Drew—Central) [3.9]: {n order to assest
and maintain the nndoubted rights and
privileges of this Tlouse to initiate legis-
lation, [ move without notice for leave to
introdnee a Bill entitled An Act to amend
Section 44 (b) of ihe Workers’ Homes
Act, 1012-28,

Leave given:
lirst time,

Bill introdueed and read a

LIEUT.-GOVERNOR'S SPEECH,
DISTRIEUTION.

THE DEPUTY PRESIDENT: For the
sake of grenter accuraey, | have obtained
from Ilis Excellency the Lieutenant-Gov-
ernor, copies of the Speech he has been
pleased to deliver to Parliament. These
will be distributed amongst members.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY, ADOPTED.
HON. E. H. GRAY (West) [312]: I

move—

That the following Address be presented to
[Tis Excelleney the Licutenant-Governor in reply
to the Speech lie has heen pleased to deliver to
us:- -May it please Your Exeellency: We, the
members of the Legislative Couneil of the State
of Western Australia in Parliament assembled,
beg to express our lovalty to our Most Gracions
Sovereign and to thank Your Exeellency for the
Speech you have heen pleased to deliver to Par-
liament.

HON. G. FRASBER (West) [3.13]: I
second the motion.

Question put and passed; the Address-in-
reply adopted.

THE CHIEF SECRETARY (Hon. J. M.
Drew—~Central) [3.14]: I move—

That the Address-in-reply be presented to His
Excelleney the Lieutenant-Governor by the
Deputy President and sueh members ag may de-
sire to aecompany him.

Question put and passed.

House adjourned at 3.15 p.m.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Regislative Essembly,

Tharsiuy, 21zt March, 1929,

1'age
Meeling of the Assewbly . .,%
mumuotis from the Licutenant (,uwruor .,
Ligut.-Uovernor's opening Speech ... 2
Lapsed Bills, Stending Urdens auapeu.mn Z
Lill ; Redistribution of Sents. 4
Address- In-Reply, adopted 4
Adjourninent 10

[

MEETING OF THE ASSEMBLY.

‘he Legislative Assembly met at 3 p.m.
pursuani to proclamation by His Exeellency
the Licutenant-Governor, which preclama-
tion was read by the clerk.

The SPICAKER took the Chair.

SUMMONS FROM THE LIEUT.
GOVERNOR.

The Speaker and hon. members, in rve-
sponse to summons, proceeded to the Legis-
Jative Couneil Chamber and, baving heard
His Excellency deliver the opening speeclh
(vide (ouncil report ante), they returned
to the .Assembly Chamber.

LIEUT.-GOVERNOR’S OPENING
SPEECH.

Mr. SPEAEER: 1n company with hon.
members of this Chamber, I attended His
Kxcelleney the Lieutenant-Governor and
Administrator in the Legislative Council
Chamber to hear the Speech His Ex-
cellency was pleased to deliver to both
Houses of P’arliament. For greater ac-
curacy and convenienre I have had
printed copies of the BSpeech distributed
amongst members of this Chamber.

LAPSED BILLS.
Standing Orders Suspension.

THE MINISTER FOR HEALTH (Hon.
8. W. Munsie—Hannan<) {3.11]: T move—

That so mueh of the Standing Orders be
suspended as is necessary to enable a resolu-
tion to be passed requesting the Legislative
Clouncil to restore to ity Notice Paper under
the Standing Orders relating to lapsed Rills
the Hospital Fund Bill and the Hospital Fund
(Contributions) Bill before the Adress.in-
reply is adopted.
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Question put and declared passed by an
absolute majority.

Message to Legislative Council.

THE MINISTER FOR HEALTE (lion.
8. W. Munsie—Hannans) [312]: I now
move—

That in nccordance with the Legisiative As-
semhly’s Standing Order 419 the Legislative
Aesembly requests the Legiglative Couneil to
resume the consideration of a Bill for an Act
to establish a hospital fund and for the ad-
ministration. thereof, and also a Bill for an
Aet to impose and fix the rate of contributions
to the hospital fund, in the stages which they
had reached last session.

HON. SIR JAMES MITCHELL (Nor-
tham) [3.13]: T should like another oppor-
lunity to consider the Bill in this Chamber.

The Premier: I think it will come back
to us amended.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: The Pre-
mier promises that the Bill will come back
to us. | am sure it will, and we shall then
have an opportunity to consider the amend-
ments. The financial position has altered
somewhat sinee the Bill was originally in-
trodnced into this Hounse. 1 think it is now
fonirly well understood by members that
sueh a Bill must increase the burden im-
posed upon the people, but it might now he
possible to meet requirements out of the
money that is no longer needed for payment
to the trustees of the sinking fund in
London. Much is bound up in the taxation
heing imposed upon the people by the State
Parliament, by local authorities and the
Tederal Parliament. Tt is impossible to
take very much money from the pockets of
the people without interfering with trade.
I am well aware that the Hospital Fund
Bill was passed by this House, and it is now
desired that its consideration be resumed
by another place. I hope the Premier’s
anticipation that we shall have an oppor-
tunity to consider some of the amendments
will prove correct. The (Government did
accept some amendments in this Chamber,
one by the member for West Perth.

Mr. Davy: They accepted one
knocked it out afterwards.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: It is not
merely a question of helping the hospitals;
it is a question of raising money for the
purpose of earrying on hospitals. I do not
intend to oppose the motion, but T hope we

and

shall have an vpportunity te consider or re-
consider some of the provisions found in the
neasure, .

HON. G. TAYLOR (Mcunt Margaret)
[3.15]: [ do not intend to oppose the mo-
tion, but in view of the attitnde of members
of another Chamber who were responsible
for the Bill being placed where it was last
session, it would have been wiser had the
Government iniroduced a new Bill on dif-
ferent lines to provide for tuxation for hos-
pital parposes. The Government had a
great opportunity to gather from the views
expressed and the action of another place
that members there would not have the Bill
that was sent to them last session.  The
resolution in Committee to report progress
was moved with the object of shelving the
Bill. It was not moved that the Chairman
of Committees should leave the Chair in
order to kill the Bill; members of the Coun-
¢il adopted another method that had pre-
cisely the same effect. My leader has stated
that we shall undeubtedly have an oppor-
tunity to diseuss some of the details. All
that ave shall he able to diseuss will be
the amendments sent baeck from another
place, and the discussion on those amend-
ments will be limited. 1t will he coun-
fined to those amendments and we shall
not be able to advance any new ideas or
fresh prineiples. Members on thig side, and
on the other side as well, will not be able
to deal with the best method of raising
funds for the upkeep of hospitals and for
the treatment of those people who need the
benefits of a measure of this kind. I regret
that the Government have not brought down
a new Bill. Tt is idle for them to contend
that this is mevely a special session. We are
here a3 members of Parliament to transaet
the business of the country, and whether we
do it in March or December matiers not to
me. The Government had ample time to
bring down, this month or next mmonth, a Biii
dealing with hospitals and the necessary
taxation, and they wonld then have been
free to prepare for the usual session com-
mencing in July. I am sorry that we are
going to have suck a limited opportunity to
deal with such an important question.

MR. THOMSON (Katanning) [3.19}: I
concur in the remarks made by the preced-
ing speakers. If another place does pass
the measure with amendmenis, we shall be
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able to deal with only those amendments. I
agree with the remarks of the Leader of the
Opposition that since the Bill was before
the House events have led some members to
modify their views, so that any proposal to
impose an additional burden on the people
does seem to require very grave considera-
tion. 1 wish a new Bill had been submitted
to the Houze for consideration. It would
have been a good thing to inaugurate the
system that is in existence in Queensland,
where, without any increased burden or
direet taxation npen the people, the Gov-
cernment are able to finance all their hos-
pitals and charitable institutions, and
where also the Treasury has benefited vevy
considerably from the legislation, I should
like to have had that system econsidered
here. I strongly object to the imposition
of additional taxation upon the eommunity,
and, in view of the present position, |
would rather the Minister had brought
down another measure that might have
heen more acceptable to the House, and
might have avoided placing any additional
hurden upon the people.

The Minister for Healtli: I have 09U per
cent. of the population of (e State hehind
me in this.

Question put and passed.

BILL—REDISTRIBUTION OF SEATS.

THE PREMIER (Ilon. I'. Collier---
Boulder) [3.26]: [n order to assert and
maintain the undoubted rights and privi'.
eges of this Ilouse teo initiate legislation,
T move, without notice, for leave to intro-
duee a Bill for the Redistribution of Seats
at Parliamentary Eleetions.

Leave given: Bill introduced and read a
first time.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY, ADOPTED.
MR. WANSBROUGH (Albany) [3.27]:

T move—

That the following Address be presented to
His Excellency the Liputenant-Governor in reply
to the Speech he has been pleased to deliver to
us:—*'May it please Your Excellency. We, the
members of the Legislative Assembly of the
State of Western Australia, in Parliament as-
sombled, beg to express our Joyalty to our Most
(racious Sovereign, and to thank Your Excel-
lency for the Speech you have been pleased to
deliver to Parliament.?’

MR. CHESSON (Cue) [3.28]: As tms
i a special session to debate praetically
one Bill only, that dealing with the
redistribution of seats, 1 will content my-
selt with formally seconding the motion.

HON. SIR JAMES MITCHELL (Nor-
tham?} [3.39]: Apart from the faet that
this session has been called particularly to
deal with one Dill, there may be special
rensuns why there should be a little discas-
sion on other watters. 1 should like to
know from the Minister, who has been in
toueh with seitlers who are in trouble,
wlhether he intends to afford them the nee-
essary  assistunee in  deserving  casev,
through the medivm of the Agricultural
Bank. The assistance that is given will
have te be given soon, The Minister for
Railways said, when speaking at a smolke
soeial last night, that the Government
would provide assistance in no niggardly
way.

The Minister tor Ruilways: In deservin
cases. | did not suy that at o smoke saeial,
hut at a luncheon.

llon. Sir JAMES MICTHELL: 1 am glad
at any rate that he did say the Government
would give assistance in deserving cases.
All T want te know from the Government is
that this assistance will he given without de.
lay. It is not a guestion, under our system of'
land =ettloment, of helping merely the set-
f'er. The lands have to he developed, and
it mst he done by the aid of the Govern-
nment. Tt has been our way for the last 23
vears to expend more to assist in the dev
clopment of the land than probably any
other Staic in the world, We waited for
about S0 vears for people to come here
amdl grow enough wheat for the bread of our
population. Under the system of State aid
to agriculture, in seven years from the time
we bogan development we produeed eight
times as mmeh wheat as we needed for our-
selves: and to-day it is more necessary than
vver for us to grow wheat and wool for ex-
port in order that we may at least endea-
vour to pay for the many things that we
import so lavishly. It is not neeessary for
us to assist all the people who ave on the
lund. After all, though we did not gel as
much wheat as we expected, 34,000,080
bushels is not a bad harvest, and there oughi
not to be need for any great finaneint
assiztance. TIndeed, it is fortunate that we
are not called upon to help a good many



121 March, 1929.) 5

more of the people on the land. 1L the
whole of the country were in trouble, there
wonld be no doubt about assistance heing
forthcoming. I hope the Government will
salisfy the people that the assistance needed
will be fortheoming, and forthcoming soon.
At this stage I should like to mention that
there is considerable unemployinent in West-
ern Amnstralia, and that it seems to be grow-
ing. Of course it is almost impossible for
the nnemployed to find work in the country.
They have to he assisted: there is no help
for it. Is it not possible for the Govern-
ment to start some work that will absorh a
considerab'e number of the nmemployed? It
is not a bit of use sending the unemployed
into the country. Some hon. member to-day
gave noties of a question to the Premier
whether he would not tell the men in Perth
not to go to Wiluna. TIf there are men at
Wilona unemployed, what is the use of send-
ing nnemploved men from here to take jobs
at Wiluna that ean be taken by men on the
spot?

My, S'eeman: It i= no use telling them
not to go and at the -ame time pick them
up.

Tlon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: We
nst do something to absotrb the growing
number of unemplayed. Tt is not fair o
send men into the eountry hegging, as they
must do.  If they cannot get work in the
country  districts—and they cannot——they
are hound to bez. Sueh a poliey is entirely
wrang. [ hope that werk will be provided
and thal the men will he told plainly that
il is no use wandering ahout the country dis-
tricts, since no work is to he had there. Good
men have heen out of work for some time.
and the little money they had is gone, T
trnst the Government will he able to tell us
something about assistance to the farmers
and about what is to be done to provide
work, if possible. for the unemployed. If
farmers ean be granted loans from the Ag-
rieultural Bank to find work for the unem-
ployed, it is a better course than employ-
ment on Government work, whieh frequently
means a dead end.

Mr. Sleeman: Unless there is inducement
to give preference to Britishers, vour sug-
gestion is no good.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: T he-
lieve that everybodv would prefer Brit-
ishers, and there is ne reason why thev
should not be preferred. However, men in-
experienced in land elearing are not able to

take contracts themselves. 1 may point out
that 95 per cent. of the land cleared in this
State has been cleared by Britishers. That
is a fuir percentage. 1t cannot be said that
95 per cent. of the work at Fremantle has
always been done hy Britishers.

My, Sleeman:  Why pick Iremantle?

Homn. Siv JAMES MITCHELL: Because
the hon. member comes from Fremantle, and
is very fond of attacking the farmers on the
score of their emploving foreigners. How-
ever, sume foreigners have heen employed at
Fremantle for years, and they are now Auvs-
tralians.  Tn faet, some of them have been
bere tor 20 vears. My reference is to the
more receut arrivals amone the foreigners.
With regard to them, | hold that Britishers
shoulil come tirst, 1 know the Premier will
tell us that the Huaneial position is not sat-
isfactory, and that as regards borrowings
the Federal Government or the Loan Couneil
deal with the matter. We know that the
Federal Parliament has disposed of the
Tinancial Agreement, and that now we must
make the hest of it. The best that ean hap-
pen uwndler it will wean, T am sure, a great
deal of inconvenience to onr Minigters, and
probably a great deal of ineonvenience to
the people of this comtry. It is useless now
to repine; we nust make the best of the
Financial Agreement. 'niuestionably, how-
ever, we must have money in order that
Western Anstralia may progress, Certainly
there is a great deal of wmoney available
nnder the migration agreement.  Still, we
have hud a heavier delicit for the first eight
months of the finaneial vear than we have
had for the corresponding period in any pre-
vions finaneial vear, [ believe; and our rail-
ways are not deing as well as we should
like. AIl these watters have to he con-
sidered. FEvery man eut of work ought to
have a chance of employment. We wers
particularly fortunate. Not only bal we a
wonderful revenue, hul there was o great in-
erease in Jand values in the eity, with the re-
sult that it has been possible to spend a
great deal of money from these varions
sources. ['ractically all the loeal anthorities
of the State, with the exception of Kalgoor-
lie, have borrowed freely during the last few
vears; and if by any chance their bororw-
ings fell off, we should have a mueh worse
position than we have now. Parlinment is
not likely to meet again for four months,
and by that time the winter wil be well
under way. I do not know the exact amount
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of - money available under the Federal aid
rouds grant, but whatever money is avail-
able ought to be spent in order that there
may be employment. Ministers shounld, I
think, devote their time to this question of
unemployment and to using every means in
their power to provide work. They will
need to do it, too, otherwise we shall
have un extremely serious position upon
us when the winter months come round.
There are many other matters I would
tike to disenss, but 1 realise that we are
here 1uainly to cousider the question of re-
distribution of seats, and also the Bill fath-
ered by the Minister for Health. We shall
deal with the lalter when we get the Coun-
¢il’s muendments, which, I suppose, we shall
receive in due course. 1 do not propose to
anticipate what those amendments will be,
and I do not pretend to know. 1 wish to
draw atiention mainly to the two major mat-
ters I have dealt with—unemployment and
the position of the farmers, If the Minister
for Lands were here, I would take the op-
portunity to diseuss gronp setflement mat-
ters, which are drifting day by day into
wrcater chaos than hefore.  They will re-
fuire strong handling in order to rectify
the oxisting position. 1 understand that
the Minister will be haek in a few days and
I hope he will be fully vecovered in health so
that he will he able to take control of lis
departinent.  The Group Settlement Board
has no siatulory power and the Minister is
entirely responsible for all that happens. 1
ean assure the House that there are many
happenings that will require investigation
and many tronbles that, T think, can be reec-
tified easilv if anly the real position is faced.
We are still spending a grent deal of money
in eonneetion with the group scttlements,
and T think we shall have to ery a halt very
soon. In tact, T think the administration
of the group setflements requires overhaul-
ing from +lem fo stern, and T hope it will
be overhauled hy sonte  MMinister of the
Crown very soon. T do not know who has
heen in control of these matters during the
ahsence of the Minister for Tands but the
Group Settlement Board requires control-
Iing. Bverv day T receive Jetters from sef-
tlers in various zroups complaining ahout
the treatment weted out to them. That
treatment, in my opinion, has heen unneces-
sarily harsh nnd calenlated only to disturh
the even working of the seheme. Hon mem-
hers will realise that the value of the

South-West has been well establihed.
There is a demand for land there.
Men from the Eastern States are taking il
up amd there is no longer any question about
the value of the South-West. No one ean
deny that that is the position to-day and
that feeling applies to sueh a large area ot
the country as to justify us in saying that
the doubts held by some people a year ago
should be completely dispellted. Those peo-
ple should admit it and see to it that we
get on with our duty in the development of
that avea. 1 notice that the Minister for
Agricutture has been devoting some atien-
tion to this matter, and speaking soft words
to the people. The settlers are entitled to
more than soft words and 1 hope they will
get what they deserve. What some hon.
nembers should do is to apologise to the
people for the ¢riticism they have levelled in
the past at the South-West, for the doubts
they have ecast upon that part of the State,
and they should do it at once. Now that they
realise thev made u mistake, they should say
=0, l'or goodness sake, do not refrain from
doing so until just before the general elec-
tions. If those hon, members T refer to
were to adopt that attitude and leave it till
clection time to make their admission re-
grarding the value of that part of the State,
the fact will remain that that was not their
attitnde a year ago. T do not know how
the 3,500-farms schee is progressing. A
ot of people wish to get hold of blogks. T
presume some have been surveved and ean
he thrown open for selection. Let us get on
with the development of the South-West and
also of the wheat belt. 1f that is done, it will
absorh a preat many people who have heen
unable to secure work for some time, 1 have
nothing more to say. | hope we sball not
require to sit very long for the consideration
of the Redistribution of Seuts Bill.

Hou. (¢, Taylor: Do you want tv throw
it out straizht away?

Mr., Panton:
Yol

Hon, Sir JAMES MITCHELL: 1 have
tot seen the Rill nor have 1 vet seen the
whole of the mape. [ know that the legis-
Intion we passed lnst session contained onr
instractions to the Comissioners as to the
allocation of the honnduries of electorantes,
and I presume the boundaries have been
marked in accordance with the provisions of
that Act. TE that is so, unquestionably we
must pass the Bill,

Sotne of us would be with
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Hon. G. Taytor: We did noi do that last
time.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: No, but,
by God, surely on this second occasion mem-
bers will give some measure of justice to
the people of this State! I have said that,
in wy opinion, the Act we passed last ses-
sion, which led to the Bill we are to dis-
cuss shortly, was not nearly so favourable to
the country districts as was the legislation
I introduced.

Mr, Latham: The more you see of it, the
worse it seems to be.

Hon. 8ir JAMES MITCHELL: Mem-
bers of this Chamber passed the Electoral
Distriets Aet Amendment Aet last session
without much protest. I pointed out that it
was not an improvement oun the Act already
on the statute-hbook, but I accepted it be-
cuuse I did not expeet to get so mueh from
the present Govermment.

The Minister for Health:
prised at it!

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: 1 shall
be more swrprised if the Bill now to come
hefore us is not passed. At any rate, T have
no wish to discuss that matter now beeause
the Bill will be hefore us next week, My
surprise was that last session the Premicr’s
legislation, which led to the Bill we shall
diseuss, was passed without much discus-
sion and, T believe, without a division of this
House.

Hon. G. Taylor: Members thought it was
a joke, but now they realise it was not.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: T do
not think the electors will eonsider it a joke
at all.

Hon. G, Taylor: The electors of Mt. Mav-
raret will not.

Hon. 8ir JAMES MITCHELL: How-
ever, we shall consider that matter next
week and I do not suppose we shall be very
long in dealing with it. Those who oppose
the Bill will have to shoulder n very sevious
responsiblity, unless there is something radi-
cally wrong with the clectoral boundaries,

You were sur-

MR. THOMSON (Katanning) [3.47]:
The hon. member who has just resumed his
seat hns dealt with the position of the un-
employed. We are all deeply sympathetic
with those unfortunate people who are look-
ing for work and cannot get it. In my
opinien, the Government, with the funds
availahle, have made an honest attempt to
relieve the situation. The section of the
community the Country Party moembers

represent  promise  that  work will  be
found if possible in the agricultural dis-
triets. We consider that co-ordination is
required in connection with efforts made
along those lines. I do not know of anything
more pitiful than the spectacle of a man,
with a wife and family dependent upon him,
looking for work and unable to find it. As
to the position of the agricultural industry,
a deputation waited upon the Deputy Pre-
mier recently, and we were very pleased with
the sympathetic way in which we were re-
ceived. I hope we shall reeeive a definite
statement from the Minister to-morrow as to
what steps have been taken to assist the
farming eommunity. There are some people
who have said that a certain amount of
pessilism has been indicated in the refer-
ences to the position of the farming com-
munity, and that it has not been much of an
advertisement for the State, because of the
attitude adopted by those who have spoken
on the subject. If genuine eriticism had
been fortheoming and acted upon, no doubt
very many settlers who to-day are off the
land—I refer more particularly to the South-
West and the group secttlements—imany of
them by the system compelled to give up,
probably would have been suecessful farmers
to-day. Therefore we offer mo apology at
all for having entered into the discussion. I
feel sure that as a result of the aetion we
took, much good will accrue to the farming
ecommunity. 3 am one of those who always
prefer action to remaining silent. Dealing
with the 3,300 farms scheme, there seems to
be an impression that not very much pro-
gress has Deen made. I hope the Premier will
take the opportunity to advise the Housu
as to what is being done ahout that excellent
scheme. 1f we eould enter into more active
work in the preparation of those farms—I
do not mean that we should work on the lines
adopted in respect of group settlement—if
we were able to offer facilities for people
to go out and take up this land, it would
materially help to solve the unemployment
problem. Might T suggest to the Premier
and to the Government that they give serious
consideration to the proposal I placed be-
fore the people of Western Australin re-
garding the uniform railway gauge. 1 main-
tain it is an economie waste if we are to pull
up the present Kalgooorlie-Fremantle see-
tion and construet a broad gauge railway in
its place, spending anything up to a million
and a half of money which will not create
any new wealth in this State. It does seem
to me that, regarded as part of the 3,500
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farms scheme, it would be of great advan-
tage if we could induce the Federnl Govern-
ment to eonsider the advisability of bringing
that railway, say, from Kalgoorlie down
along the Norseman line and then across,
linking up with Corrigin, and so on to Arma-
dale and Fremantle. It would answer a two-
fold purpose.

Mr. North: It would also aveid the break
of gauge with the Stote railway.

Mr., THOMSON: Yes, but in the -
terests of loenl tralfiv it wounld be necessary
to put the third rail there so as to enable
our products to reach their natural ports.
1 would like the Government, if they con-
sider it of sulfivient importance, as I do,
to submit it (o the Federal tovernmeut
with a request that the Migration and De-
velopment Coramission should give the mat-
ter consideration. [n view of the slate of
the finaneces, not only of Western Australia,
but also of the Comunonwealth, if by pro-
viding n uniform gauge, which is considered
to be in the interests of the Commonwenlth
from a defence point of view as well us
convenieneing the passengers travelling
east and west, T think the Commonwealth
eould and should bear the greater portion
of the linancial burden. [ would like to
see the line come across there, aud also
link up with the port of Albany. The
reason why I suggest that, is that Albany
is a key positien from the defenee point of
view. T appeal to the Premiev to give that
matter serious consideration. As [ sug-
gested earlier, it might also be the means
of helping to mnpley quite a large number
of people nt present out of work., Coming
to group settlement and the I*ecl Estate in
partieunlar, T may remind the Honse that we
have spent on that estate a very large suin
of  money, approximately 214 million
pounds, despite which I am informed that
on that estate at present we have eonly
about 130 settlers. At this stage I am not
zoing {o criticise the action of the hoard in
reducing the numhber of settlers to 130
That is a matter upon whiclh, presumably,
they acted in accordance with what they
thourht to bhe hest. At present there is
afoot an official proposal te collect the
sewage effluent of the metropolitan area
and pump it to an ocean outfall. .\ news-
paper correspondent has suggested that as
an alternative the Peel Estate might be
nsed s a =ewage farm. T do net know
whether that scheme is practicable or even
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possible, since 1 have not the levels, and
am not aware of the distances. But in view
of the faet that so large an amount of
woney has been spent on the Peel Estate, it
seems to me the Government would be well
advised to exawmine that projeet and see
whether it would not help us to redeem the
lavge amount of pnbliv money expended
there. To-day it is very depressing to see
the number of epty houses on those sand
hills at the Peel Estate, and I Feel sure
that if' the scheme were found to be prae-
ticsble the sewage eftuent from the met-
ropolitan arca would bring a greal deal
of that land uvnder rvemunerative produe-
tion. [ commend that to the eonsideraiion
of the Govermment and sugpest that at a
Inter date they let the House know whether
ot not the seheme is within the realm of
practieability. At this stage I do not in-
tend to touch upon the redistribution of
seats, for that is a matter we shall be dis-
cussing later. | want to assure the Gov-
ernment once more that if there is any-
thing this party can do to assist them in
respect of the unemployed, the Government
have only to ask and we shall de anything
we possibly van to lelp find work for men
honestly desirous of getting it.

HON. W. D. JOHNSON (Guildford)
[3.09]): 1 bave no desire to prolong the
debate, but | want to support those mem-
bers wio have mentioned the difficultiec
being experienced in our agricultural area~
[ congratulate the (iovernment omn their
efforts to overvome the main diffienlty,
namely, the =upplving of superphosphate
to those farmers whose erops were not suf-
fictent to enuble them te meet the finaneial
oblizations attached to the provision of
manure for this year. The peosition now is
that those farmers receiving assistance un-
der the Government arrangement with the
distributors arve really placed on a eash
basis; and a eash basis for super purchases
is quite a considerntion. For instance, the
man whose finuncial position was suffi-
viently =oundl to enable him to make ar-
rangements with the firms for his supply
of super is in a very differeat position from
the man whe comues under the Government
srheme, although the financial position of
the [atter from the point of view of stability
is not to be compared with that of the for-
mer. Those farmevrs who were able to carry
on by arranging their financial affairs so
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that the lirms could give them further con-
sideration are paying for their super on
terms, and the terms for super are very
exacting,

Mr. Thomson: Very heavy.

Hon. W. D. JOHXNSON: It has been
aaid that the rate represents about 18 per
cent.

Mr. Lindsay: That is only recently. At
one time the firms charged 1s. per ton per
month,

Hon. W. 1. JOHUNSOX: I do not want
to arguc that peint, [ will satisfy myself
by sayinz that the eredit conditions are
very exacting and most expensive. On the
other hand, a man who comes under the
Government scheme, although wnot in us
sound a financial position, is able to et
the henetif of the discount of 8s. tid. per
ton. Consequently the Government have
placed such men in a rather befter position
than the otlers oceupy. Of course, such
difficulties have always attended agricul-
tural assistance. We know that in 195}
many farmers received consideration when
they did not deserve it, while to others that
did deserve it, it was refused. Thai, how-
ever, cannot he avoided. 1t is worth while
recording in the Government’s faveour that
when thev did tackle this question, they
did 50 on a sound basis by placing the in-
digent farmer for the time boing—if we
may eall him suech—on a cash basis aud
enabling him to gel a better result from
his labour consequent upon recetving cheap
super than would otherwise have been the
case.

Mr, Tatham: The Agricultural Bank
poliey has been to supply on {hose terma.

Hon. W, D. JOHNSOX: XNo, the poliey
of the Agrienltural Bank has never been to
supply  superphosphate. Tt has sopplied
super. in certain special cases.  The hon.
member knows perfeetly well he has had
many refusals in regard to applications.

Mr. Latham: And very reecently, too.

Hon. W. T, JOHNSON: That is so.
Therefore it 15 of no use saving it is the
policy of the Agricultural Bank to supply
super.

Mr. Latham: I said to supply on those
terns.

Hon. W. D. JOHXSON: The Ag-
ricaltaral Bank did not huvy wuntil the
Government took the matter in  hand
and issued the instrnetions to whieh T
have referred. We have to appreciate

Ehat  this  yenr great diliculties ave
teins experienced throughont owr agricul-
tueal distriets. The waler problem has been
Inusl nente. Never in the history of my
farming experience has it been so bad, and
farners buve been put to great expense to
cart waler, although many of them had in-
vested a econsiderable amount of money in
water supplies in the shape of dams, soaks.
well<, ote. From 1hat point of view farmers
ale experiencing diffieulty becanse their cost
ol Farming las been inereased by the ex-
pendhiiure entailed for earting water, T do
ral lesire to =ay much on this cuestion be-
eause there is no need to do so. The Gov-
ernment, 1 my opinion, have already ar-
rimged malters on a satisfactory basis. What
T wish to appeal to the Government te ap-
preeinte is that, in the Agvienltural Bank, we
have an admimstration saddied with the
most dillieult problems that any departinent
uf the State has to prapple with. T challenpe
vonteadietion when T sav that no department
carries the amount of anxiety borne by the
responsible offieers of the Agricultural Bank.
We have to appreciate that this year those
ar'eties have been inereased considerably.
Az, the Government have decided to pro-
ceed with and a zood deal of settlement has
tuken place in conneetion with the 3.500
farms scheme. T have nlrendy stated in this
Honse—it is on record—and 1 repeat it,
that in that scheme we have undertaken the
Fizeoest gamble we have ever embarked on
in the field of agrivultnral development.
Tet me repeat what I have said previously
thai T have no objection to the attempt be-
ine made: T helieve the attempt is neces-
sivy,  All that T object to is that we are
makine the attempt on too great a scale.
In owr agrieultural development in this
eouniry we have alwnys fniled because we
have never heen content to go slowly and
feel our way., The member teor Northam
fuiled in the early history of agricnltural
settlement by throwing areas open without
ratlway eommunieation, and we all know the
great prvivations that aitended that early
softlement.  Again, in group settlement, we
katow the main diflicully wns that we had
an oreanisation capable of studying the
question, making a careful selection of land
and putting in one group per quarter, but
insfend of being content with one group per
quarter, it was deeided that we must have
ans sronp per week.
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Hon. Siv Jame~ Mitchell: What of that?

Hon. W. D, JOHYNSON: Immediately
that poliey was declared, the whole thmyg
erumbled.

Hon, Sir James Miiehell: Rot!

Hon. W. D. JOHXNSON: The poor
land that was sclected was selected dur-
ing the tush period. When the Royal
Commission asked the ofticers why they

had selected such rubbishy land—land
that ix now ‘heing abandoned—they
said they did not have time to devote

tu a careful selection of suitable areas that
were available in the South-West. In con-
neetion with the 3,500 farms scheme I =ay
grenter care should he exereised.

Mr. Sampson: T thought vou had dropped
that mark-time policy.

Hon. W. DI JOHUXNSON: T am not
favouring a mark-time atiitude, but I du
want the Government to adopt a sound at-
titnde, We cannoet go on indefinitely losing
meney on the wvoups as we have lost it. 1t
is hard to ascertain just how much we hav«
lost.

Mr. Samp-on: There have been losses in
the development of the wheat belt.

Hon. W, D. JOHXSON: That is so,
losses all round. and there must be losses in
any case, but we have bheen magnifving our
losses through trying to do things on a seale
bhigeer than our orzanisation would permit.

Mr. Sampson interjected.

TTon. W. . JOHNSON: Whether the
member for Swan agrees with me or not, T
do not think he knows anyvthing about the
subject. Those Tarmers loeated 50 or 60 miles
from a mailwar will he heart-broken before
raifway faeilities can he token within rea-
sonnble distanee of them. Tt would he far
hetier to wait nntil we were ready to mive
them tacilities for development, ecultivation
and production, rather than put people out
there =0 far away and in sueh hopeless con-
ditions, T wish to see that country develop-
ed, but T appeal te members to realise that
we are moing to experience great diffienliy
in that country and the diffienlty is going
io he inereased by reason of the faet that
we are  proceeding a  bit too fast.
ATl these difficulties wil! be placed npon the
shoulders of the administrators of the Agri-
enltural Bank. Whilst we appreeiate the
fact that the respoasihilities npon that ad-
ministration have inereased, we must agree
that the inecrease in land seftlement in recent
vears in the more remote parts of the wheat

areus, such asx the Esperance distriet, have
tended largely to bring about that increased
responsibility. Having admitted tbat, I
want to enter an emphatic protest against
the weakening of an already overloaded ad-
ministration. In this vespeet I refer to the
overloading of work. 1 have no hesitation
in declaring that this organisation requires
to Le strengthened; it does not want to be
weakened. It will not stand any weakening.
We have some wonderfully good men who
are administering the affairs of the bank,
but they are limited in number. We now
find that two of the most capable officers,
Mr. Hewby and Mr. Grogan, have been
taken away from two of the most diffieult
administrative positions, and put on to
special jobs. The bank has made advances
of over £6,500,000. 1t has made & wonderful
Joh of its business, but the officers associated
with the institution, who have had experi-
ence of it in the early stages and grown up
with it, are beginning, just as I am, to fee
the weakness of age. These officers are not
as vigorous as they were, or as capable of
carrying burdens as they were 25 or 30 years
ago. The Government should comb the out-
side inspectorate, and endeavour to flind
amongst those outside oflicers capable men
who thoroughly understand farming and ad-
ministrative work. The governors of the
Agricaltural Bank must have a practical
knowledge of farming, and be in a position
to talk praetical farming with the officers
in the institution. There are such officers in
the institution, but they aure considerably
reduced in number by the departure of Mr.
Hewby and Mr, Grogan. I appeal fo the
Government to realise what they are doing.
It is unfair to heap on the responsibilities
of administration on the one hand, and on
the other deliberately to weaken that ad-
ministration.  Group settlement s an
anxiety. Let thaf secheme earry its own
hurden. 1t is pessible to get others who will
do the work now heing done hy Mr, Hewby
and Mr, Grogan, There was no absolute
necessity for selecting those two ollicers for
the work. They were not really experienced
in the rense that they understood South-
West conditions. They had been educated
more in the conditions appertaining to the
wheat helt where most of the funds of the
bank had heen distribufed. They were par-
ticularly serviceable, capable and enthusi-
astic officers of the bank, and toiled honestly
night and day for that institution, but they
bave been removed from the place where
their serviees were so valuable, to carry out
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work that might have been done by others
It is perbaps no use erying over spilt milk,
but this has now heen done, [t is perhaps
just a4 well to cry over spilt milk sometimes
in this Assembly. If we do not cry over that
we seem to cry over nothing. I have, for a
long time, been a member of Parliament, and
I never knew an Assembly to talk so much
about what has happened, and so little about
what may be done to prevent something from
happening. These changes have now been
made, but 1 hope the Government will realise
that they have weakened the administration
of the bank, and will endeavour to bring in
the most capable officers from the country
districts, men of experience and possessed
of the necessary ability for the position of
administrators. Such officers could be sent
into the head office of the bank so that the
administration might be strengthened, and
the weaknesses, which have been created by
the removal of Mr. Hewby and Mr. Grogan,
made good.

MR. LATHAM (York) [4153]: L would
not have spoken bat for the remarks of the
member for Guildford {(Hon. W. D. John-
son). The hon. member should know that
the trustec< of the Agrieultural Bank are
working under a statute framed by this
Chamber. I doubt very much whether they
do take orders from their political leads,
or their Minister. If they do that they will
be doing something which the Aet prohibits.
T ¢can hardly believe that to be the ease.
They may make advances aceording to the
poliey of the Government. T believe they
ave fully cognisant of the fact that the set-
tlements for which they make advances are
coing to have railway eommunieation in the
near future. 1 that is not the case they
are making a huge mistake in giving ad-
vanees upon such setilements. I ean hardly
believe that pressure has been bhrought to
buar upen the trusiees to make advance:
against doubtful seenvities. With regard to
advanees for superphosphate, and the bene-
fits 1o be derived from the Aet generally,
we know that advanees for the purchaze of
super are illegal. There is no provision in
the Act whereby they may bhe made. The
necessity, however, has arisen for help being
ziven.

Hon. Sir .Fames Miteliell: There is such
provizsion under the Industries Assistance
Aet. We dn not want the same thing said
{wire,

My, LATHAM: "That is so. - Different
circumstances  sometimes  require  skilful
handling. If it were necessary 1 dare say
the Minister in charge of the Aet would
have no ditliculty of persuading this House
lo pass the necessary amendments to it. We
are alive 1o these difticulties.  The mer-
chants, as a result of frequent conferences
between the representatives of the farmers,
the Government and themselves, have been
helpful in overcoming the difficulty. In the
case of the doubtful seecurities, the
burden will have to be carried, if carried at
all, by the Government. We have in this
State built up a system of decentralisalion
for the Agricultural Bank. I regret we
have not given the district officers sufficient
power in the discharge of their duties.
Were they given that power, there would be
less coneestion at the head office.

Mr. Corboy: The system of decentraliza-
tion to-day is practieally valueless

Mr. LATHAM: Yes, and it is becoming
of less value every vear. This is due to the
fact that certain officials in the head office
exercize too tight a rein over the work of
the country officials. So much cauntion is
now heing displayed by the latter that work
is beecoming practically useless. If we want
to improve the present eonditions, the Min-
ister should request the trustees of the bank
to give greater powers to their district
officers. T am very concerned about when
advanees will be made available in necessi-
tous cazes.  Tovery time I have investigated
any particular ease T have found that the
difliculties have arizen either through the
late supply of seed, the late supply of sap-
erphosphate, or the late supply of some-
thing else. T trast that any assistance to be
renderedd to the settlers will be rendered
before the end of this month, so that they
will know exactly what help they may look
for. T have no iden of embarrassing the
Giovernment. Tt is most unfortunate that
a considerable section of our agrienltural
arce has had a sethack. On the other hand,
the northern avca has eompensated to a
erent extent for the loss in the mid wheat
area, At the same time, we must give these
people their reeqmirements at the cheapest
possible rates. Tt i< no use for the Agri-
cultural Bank or the Industries Assistance
Board or any other hody to think that the
farming industry ean earry additional bur-
dens. Tt cannot. The merchants of this
State have reali<ed that fact, in view of the



12 [ASSKEMBLY.]

rebate of 8s. 6d. per ton en superphosphate
to settlers now heing assisted. I uwnderstand
that the merchants are supplying the super-
pho-phate at £4 16s. 6d. and that the vate
of inferest to be charged is 8 per cent. That
is a reasouable arrangement. The old sys-
tem of £3 5s. per ton for superphosphate
and 1s, Gd. per ton per month for deferred
payment is =eandalous, espeeially in  the
case of settlers needing assistance. T do
hope that the Government will prevent this
kind of imposition. As regards the 3,500
farins scheme, like the member for Gaild-
ford (Hon. W. D. Johnson) [ trust that
nothing further will be done until we have
determined what railway communication is
to be given. I remret to say that there are
peaple to-dny, some of them actnally em-
ploving clearers instead of doing the work
themselves quietly, as mueh as 60 miles
from a railway. On the averages of this
State, T defy any man to grow whent profit-
ably at suech a distance from railway eom-
munieation. Tt is useless to put people out
so far, and have them employing lahour to
clear their holdings, without knowing
whether they will get a railway,

Hon. . Taylor: They will get through.

My, LATHAM: Some of them will get
through, hut some of them will go to the
wall.

Ton. 3. Taylor: I do not think so.

Mr, TATHAM: If the hon. member will
read the legal notives in the newspapers he
will learn what is happening. (Conditions
are utierly unfavourable for men 60 miles
from a railway, with only tracks instead of
roads, and a long way from water supplies.
So far this State has been very fortunate in
the development of its lands. The people
have not been asked to carry too preat a
burden in that connection. I hope, however,
that in foture the same course will be
adopted as has been followed in the past.
T do not mean that pople should be re-
stricted to settling within 1234 miles of a
railwvay. That wounld be Tidiculous. But
we can prevent people from going out 30
or 60 miles. T trust that during the next
session the Government will be able to define
the railway system they propose to con-
struet for the purpose of serving settlers.

MR. ANGELO (Gascoyne) [4.23]: 1
merelv wish to express the hope that the
Premier will be able to redeem during
this session a promise he made last session.

On two occasions during the last session the
Premier promised to place before this House,
for its inforwation ond alse to enable the
question to he dehated, the latest proposals
of the Federal Government as to the taking
over of our North. T would remind hon.
wembers that in December, 1926, this Cham-
ber ronsidered certain proposals made by
the Federal (fovernment. They were furned
down, as they should have been, but it war
then indieated to the Premier that possibly
seme other proposals, in i mueh modified
Form, would be submitted by the Federal
Government to the Ntate Government, pro-
posnls to whieh we mipht he able to sub-
seribe or which might lead to some modus
operandi wherehy the 1wo Governments could
work together in the development of the
North. That, as 1 have said, was in 1926:
and since then we have learut from the Press
that the State Government bave received
ametuled proposals trom the Federal Gov-
ernment.  They are certainly not gquite as
tavourable as 1 should like to see them, hut
they are of a very different charaecter frow
the former proposals. 'ractically they mean
that the Federal Govermnent are prepared
to take over the North-West and develop if,
holding it merely during the transition stage.

Hen. G. Taylor: The Federal Govern-
ment are very good at developing. It is their
long suit.

Mr. ANGELO: [ think it is up to onr
Government to let this Parliament know ex-
actly what the proposils are, o that we may
have an opportunity to diseuss them, Last
sesgi0n, in speaking on another motion, |
rave eertain figures which showed that not-
withstanding the great progress being mad,:
by Western Australia--the boom is on, as
the member for Guildford (Hou, W. D.
Jolnson) would say—-the North-West is nat
by any means participating in that progres.,
During the last 10 vears the North-West ha«
o=t 1284 per cent. of ils population. n
every dirvection —horses, cattle and sheep—
stork has deerensed there alarmingly. In
fact, the wholt of the North-West is in a
stavnant condition. T am not Blaming the
present Government, but 1 <o blame past
Jovernments for not sivinge the subject more
consideration. T ask the Premier to let us
diseuss the matter this wession, if possible,
because nceording te information that has
reuched me from a very reliable souree, in-
formation which 1 do not doubt the Premier
himself had placed before him during hi=
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rovent visit to the Kast, big moneyed men al
Home, realising the ahsolnte necessity.f_or
Jdeveloping the eattle industry in the British
Dominions so that beef may he provided for
the Homeland, have made an offer to the
Federal Government to spend huge sums of
money, running into millions, with the objeet
ol developing a big cattle industry in the far
north of Australia. Their proposals are 1o
build up the indusiry not only in Western
Australia but also in the Northern Territory.
I am assured, however, that those peaple are
averse to heving two Administrations to deal
with, They want to be able to deal with one
Administration, and unless they ecan get the
Weslern Australisn and the Federal Govern-
ments to act in unison in granting the con-
cessions required, chiefly in the form of the
area needed for the carrving out of this
huge work, and also in regard to the time to
be allowed for that purpose, they will con-
centrate their efforts on the Northern Terri-
tory and open a port there for the export of
their produce. We know what that would
mean. It would mean that Wyndham would
lose the trade which geographieally is her
right—the trade of the whole of our North-
West and of the Northern Territory. T do
ask the Premier, it he has had any discuss-
ions with the powers that be over East, lu
tell the House during this session what the
suggestions are, so that he may get an idea
of what this Parliament is ready to do. No
douht members will he able to snggest some
means whereby the two Governments could
work together, so that the northern part of
Western Australia, as well as the Northern
Terrilory, may heunefit by the influx of this
large amount of capital. I nppeal to the
Premier, not only on behalf of the Nortir-
West but on behalf of Australia as a whole,
not to let this opportunity go hy without
taking some steps towards the development
of the North which is so neeessary for the
Australian people.

MR. CORBOY (Yilgarn) [4.28]: I sup-
port the remarks of the member for York
{Mr, Latham} apropos of the Agrienltural
Bank and is decentralisation policy. My
experience his been that the bank’s decen-
tralisation policy has not proved the sue-
cess that was expected, and this is largely
due, as the member for York pointed out,
to the distriet officers not having sufficient
power. The position that has been created
has resulted in some small benefit to country

reaidents, but the bank is not so useful or
s0 zpeedy in 1ts work as it easily uaught be.
To a great extent district oflices to-day are
merely pluces for kewvping tiles. LIt oue
wants to do business with the baunk, one bus
to wnit three or four days while liles are ob-
tained from a district otlice, so that the bank
uliwia.s way find out what one is talking
about. I the distriet oflicers had power e
deal with these matters, it would be quite
all right.
Hon. . Taylor: The bunk is not going
lo give distriet officers unlimited powers,
Mr. CORBOY : No, of course not; and no
e sugwests that. Naturally, the bank trus-
tees themselves must deal with yuestions of
policy with regard to loans and so on, but
there are many trivial matters that could
be dealt with by the district officers.
[ will give hon. members an instance that
I dealt with yesterday to demonstrate what
I mean. A seitler had been grauted a loan
of a definite amount by the bank. He de-
sired to bave £100 re-allocated from clearing
to dum sinking. He had not made any pro-
vision in his original application for a dam
and he desired to make provision in the way
I have indieated. It did not mean increasing
the amonnt of wmoney provided for him at
all. When T went to deal with the natter,
1 found that the trustees of the Agricultural
Bank had to send to the district officer at
Narrogin to sec whother they could grant
the settler's roquest. )
Mr. Latham: The trustees would not
know, whereas the man who was on the spot
would he in the better position to judge.
Mr. CORBOY: Of course he would! The
man who is in the distriet and knows the
Earin and what is required there most ur-
gently, is in a better position to deal with
sueh o request, and that man is the distriet
officer of the bank. T think the existing pol-
iey is o very foolish one and, as I have
alrendy indicated, the distriet offices are
lurgely places for keeping files. As & re-
sult, if one desires to do any business, a
delay of some days oceurs to enable the
frustees to get hold of a settler’s file. Even
then the trustees have to refer to the distriet
officer. T support the request that has been
made by the member for York (Mr. Lat-
ham) who urged that greater power should
he vested in the distriet officers. That should
be done, or else the system of having dis-
triet offices scrapped altogether. There are
some splendid men among them and they
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know their work thovoughly. Let us get
them down in Perth to help in the adminis-
Iration of the bank’s affairs here!

Hon. G. Taylor: In the instance you ve-
fer to, it meant a delny ol four or five days.

Mr. CORBOY: VYes, instead of the mat-
ter being fized up in 20 minutes, which
should have been the limit of time required
tor it.

on. G. Taylor: Did net the settler know
two vesrs ago that lie would require a dam?

Mr. CORBOY: He had not been on his
block for two years.

Hon. G. Taylor: At any rate, the seftler
should have known before that he would re-
quire a dam. Kven so, the delay of four
or five days in the construction of a dam
would not represent a matter of urgency.

AMr. CORBOY: That would depend upon
cirenmtanees. Tn this iustance delay meant
a big difference. .\t the same time I agree
ihat in most eases the delay would not mean
snything serious. The instance I mentioned
was merely quoted to lend point to my eon-
tention. The settlers in my eleetorate have
heen hit as hard as any other settlers of
this State by the adverse season. T am grati-
fied to know that the Government and the
Agricultural Bank trustees have seen fit to
insist at last that all these settlers shall
adopt proper farming methods. At the same
time they have provided the wherewithal to
as~ist the settlers to earry out the neecessary
fallowing and to enable them to live in the
meantime. Thus the Government are giving
the people a chanee to put their farming
nperations on a proper basis. I wish to ex-
press my gratitude to the Government for
the assurance they have given me that every
individual ease of hardship will be consid-
cred on its merits.

Mr. Teesdale: Will you select those cases?

Mr. CORBOY: Of course not. As a mat-
ter of fact, neither the Government nor any
member of Parlinment has any direct deal-
ings under that heading. The Agricultural
Rank trustees deal with such matters.

Mr. Latham: That is so.

Mr. CORBOY : However, the Agrienltural
Rank trustees have shown their desire to
assist these settlers. T am plad to say
that in the majority of instances, the busi-
ness firma have been prepared to assist
ns well. There have been one or two
exceptions. I do not wish to mention any
names, but T was astonished to find that one
firm in particuler could be so hard with the

farmers. 1’robably the firm has been pushed
as well.

Mr. Teesdale: Are not the Hrms essy with
them?

Mr. CORBOY : Some of them are. I am
sure that if settlers put particulars of their
cases hefore the Agriculturat Bank trustees,
sympathetic belp will he meted out to them.
1 hope that policy will be continued and
that any effort made to assist the settlers to
put in a erop this vear will he expedited
hecause, unless that assistance is rendered
within the next fortnight, it will be too late.

THE MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE
(Hon. H. Millington-Leederville) [4.35]: I
propose to confine my remarks to the ques-
tion raised by the Leader of the Opposition
as to the action taken to deal with diffieul-
ties that arose in certain agricultural dis-
tricts owing to the partial failure of the
crops last vear, and as to whether safficient
expedition was displayed in taking that
action. The reply to the points raised by
that hon. member is that, so far from it
being a question of the Government not act-
ing early and expeditiously, when people
are in trouble, we are not the last to hear
abont it. I can assure the House that the
trustees of the Agricultural Bank were the
first to hear about this diflieulty. Repre-
sentations werc made to the trustees early
in the piece and the trustees, who have the
necessary power to render assistance that
may be required, grappled with the problem
at the outset., Not only bave the trustees
shaped a policy to govern the operations of
the bank, but their poliey is sueh as to
enable them to meet exeeptional positions
that may arise. The trustees have carried
out their duties in that respect, and not only
have they shaped u poliey to meet the posi-
tion, but they have been in consultation with
other firms and banking institutions in the
State. Those Arms and banks also help in
carrying the financial burden. As to the
policy of the bank and whether that poliey
eould be altered or made to suit the needs
of the hour, I should say that the Agricul-
turatl Bank, financed as it is by public money
for the purpose of carrying out a publie
function, must necessarily have a policy to
cope with such a position as arose last year.
Irrespective of what the authorities here
nay contend, I say the bank has done that.
The trustees have taken on business that in-
volved risks that would never be aecepted
under other circumstances. Thus the policy
of the bank has been widened. It is rather
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pecaliar to think that the member for York
{Me. Latham) would coutend that we should
not, interfere with the poliey of the bank—

Mr. Latham: They are working under
statutory powers.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
Yet immediately afterwards he suggested
that we should issne instructions to the trus-
tees to give greater discretionary powers to
the district officers.

Mr. Latham: Beecause Fou have already
established those oficers.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
Naturally we must accept responsibilities
and the Government would be prepared to
consult with the trustees of the Agrieultural
Bank regarding the best way to deal with
a position, On the other hand, if we are to
o on finkering with the duties of district
ofticers and so on, in order that they may
deal with individual ecases as suggested by
the member for York, that raises quite
another aspect.

Hon, G. Taylor: You would not know
where you would be in 12 months time; it
would be hopeless.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
If all these things are to be referred to the
gencral manager, and Ministers are to be
asked to interfere, I do not know what it
will lead to.

Mr. Latham: But they are using public
moneys for public purposes.

The Premier: And the Act throws the
responsibility on the trusters of the Agri-
enltural Bank!

Mr. Latham: Of course it does.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
If the hon, member desires to know what
aetion should be taken, I would point out
that the best way is through the ordinary
channels. Neither the trustees of the Agri-
cultural Bank nor the Government became
panicky over the position that arose. There
was a tendency fo overstate that position.
Deputations came to me from distriets that
were affected, and I assured them that the
Agricultural Bank trostees would treat
every individoal case on its merits, but that
it was not intended to broadeast the bank’s
policy and issue invitations to people to
come forward to secure assistance. On the
other hand, the ordinary procedure had to
be followed. Applications for assistance
would be received and they would be dealt
with on their merits. It must be remembered
that the difficulty that bas arisen is not
wholly and solely due to the dry season in
certain districts last year. Rather is it

werely the accumulation of many seasons.
Despite what has been said about the Agri-
cultural Bank, the institution has its maechi-
nery spread throughout the various distriets
and has its distriet inspeetors.

Hon. (i, Taylor: The bank has done good
work.,

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
Furthermiore, the bank possesses a record

regarding every settler who has been
assisted.  Thus the oflicials of the bank
know what has been done with money

granted to various settlers. When an appli-
cation is received from one of those settlers,
the bank possesses the neeessary informa-
tion to enable the position of the applicant
to be dealt with. What we did was to give
an assurance that this would be done. Fur-
thermore, for some time past the Agricul-
tural Bank has realised that it would have
to tighten up, in plain langnage, regarding
some of itz elients. In certain cases it is
not in the interests either of the farmer or
of the bank to continue on the same methods
that bave been ndopted for sowe years past.
When the bank is called upon to assist an
individual settler it is only rirht that the
bank should dictate the method of farming
practice that shall be adopted.

Mr. Lindsay: That has been started too
late. It should bave been started years ago.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
I agree that it should have been started
vears agoe. Still, credit must he miven to the
bank that at this time at any rate they are
endeavouring to tighten up and to adept a
proliey that will be of permanent advantage
to those whom the hank assists. As fo the
assistance rendered, we found after consul-
tation with the merchants and from infor-
mation that we gained from the respective
banks—Dlecause all that machinery is re-
quired to earry the agricultural population
—that neither the banks nor the merchants
were disposed to panie. They realised the
position and, despite the fact that it was
advertised that there had been foreclosures,
they had the same confidence in the country
and its agricultural possibilities that we
have, and realised that they had to carry
on as they bad been doing in the past. T
could see no disposition whatever on their
part to shirk their obligations. It may be,
too, that they have carried people and are
not prepared to carry them further unless
they mend their ways. Consequently it may
be that some people are disappointed he-
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cause the bank- und merchants refused Lo
carry them any longer on the same ferms as
hefore.  Atter consulting with the banks
and the merchants, we could see clearly that
they were not shirking their responsibilities.
As a matter of taet, at fivst I was suspicious
that theie was a disposition to place all the
burdess on the Agrieultural Bank, but
eventually 1 found it was not so. I even
heard that the Westralian Faymers Ltd.
were the hardest of all. In consultation with
the manager | rewmarked that if there was
the slightest disposition tu be over-genevous,
he would get all the applications in the
world. So, too, with the Agricultural Bank.
1t is not a question of advertising; it is a
«uestion of meeting the genuine application=
that are beinz made. That is being done
hy the Agricultural Bank, and there is a
general disposition on the part of the finan-
«inl institutions lo see the farmers through
this year.

Mr, Teesdale: Then how do you account
for the long list of insolvencies? Has that
heen brought about by the hanks or by the
business men?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
I am nquite sure that when a meeting ot
credifors is called it is not with the idea of
evietion or of putting in the boot, but rather
for the purpose of placing the farmer on o«
proper footing

My, Teesdale:
premises.

Mr. Angelo: A Dbusiness man is put at
the head of the farmer's affairs,

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
And where a number of creditors have to
he protected, it is very necessary. Il is
then ¢uite easy for the farmer to he carried
on and given & further opportunity. As fo
the provision of super, some time ago we
met the merchants to deal with this question.
At that time the vequivements of the farmers
had been provided and arrangements made
te finance 155.000 tons of super. Taking »
line from last year, when over 200,000 fons
were used, the merchants were afraid that
a great mimber of farmers would not be
nble to get their super. That was serious,
and so we disenssed it with them. Nepotia-
tions eontinued, and as a result I do not
fear that there will be any genuine instances
of farmers being unable to procure neces-
sary Super this year, I do not sax they are
going to get all that they apply for. One
man, a member of the depntation introduced

He is hooted off the

iy the members for Yilgarn and for Avon,
suggested that he should be given super with
whicl to erop 700 acres, none of which was
fallowed. 1 toll him definitely [ did not
think the banks would provide super on
those terms. So it does not follow that
all that is applied for will be given,
Imt 1 say that every case will be properly
dealt with, and I do not believe there will
be any diffieulty in respeet of next season’s
crop. The best indication is that last year
—1 am subject to correetion by the
Minister for Railways—the railways car-
ried 217,000 tons of super. The indication
now is that already this year a larger
quantity has been arranged for. That gives
us a lead as to the acreage that will be
cropped. So despite all that has been said,
there is no need for panie as to the pros-
pects of eropping next year.

Mr. Thomson: There certainly was at
the time wo were diseussing it. All were
sitting baek walting to see what would
happen,

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURI:
XNot s0. Nobody was sitting back. When
the deputation c¢ame o me, I asked them
not to advertise the fact that we had hud
a discussion, I thought that to advertise
it would be injudicious and that the thing
to do was to deal with the position. 1t
was not o ecase for advertising. 1 knew
perfectly weli Lhat there would be no difh-
culty in respect of the favmers™ applica-
tions. They were all applying. I{ was a
(questioye of method in dealing with those
applications. There was no need for ad-
vertisement, and no suggestion that we
were shirking our obligations. When we
found the merchants and banks prepared
te carry their share of the burden, we co-
operated with then, with the vesnlt that
tlte position has been improved.

My, Teesdale: Are the manufuclurers
of super helping at all?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
When | was diseussing this with the mer-
chants and the Agricultural Bank trus-
tees, 1 pointed out that the super com-
panies had not taken any risks; that they
disposed of their super through the mer-
chants, who had to carry the liability. TUn.
der that svatem, the super people eould not
possibly lose, unless the Government or the
big merchants failed to pay. T suggestel
that considering that extra liability would
have ta be taken this year—that is to say,
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we shall be financing people whom they
were not prepared to finance, and the Ag-
rienltural Bank will bave to take risks—
the manufacturers could afford to give us
special terms for the balance of the super,
Negotiations continued, and as a result the
super companies have given betier terms
and have provided on n cash basis, which
is not by any weans what they do in the
ordinary course. The fact remains fhat
they did come our way, realising that il
wag up to them.

Me, Teesdale: Did they name any limit?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
No. After the superphosphafe, financed in
the usual way had been provided, then the
doubtful eases that would have to be
financed through the Agricultural Bank
should be given these special terms. I am
pot quite sure how far they ave prepared
to go, but L know they got the necessary
authority to do that.

Mr. Lindsay: 1 assume the Agricultural
Bank is paying for the saperphosphate.

The MIXISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
Either that or it is guaranteeing the ae-
counts,

Mr. Lindsay: And the superphosphate
companies are giving vou nothing,

The MINTSTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
Where no one eise will carry the burden
and take the responsibility, the .Agricul-
tural Bank has to do so. The constitution
of the bank is sueh that the trustees are
exercising that power. I do not think any-
one would suggest they should not do it, and
so we shall not quibble about the powers
that the trustees have or have not. The
situation had to be met. The Agricultural
Bank trustees have the necessary know-
ledge and the necessary administrative
capacity to cope with the position, and I
maintain they have done the job properly.

Mr. Teesdale: Quite right, too.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
Weo have not done mueh advertising in the
way of elaborate Press statements; the
thing was to do the job effectively and
make provision to meet an extraordinary
position. I do not propose to deal with the
other questions that have been raised, but
this is an important matter. 1 give mem-
bers an assurance that as far as the Agri-
ciliural Banlk is concerned, the utmost is
being done fo meet the position, and the

(2]

trustees have all discretionary power to deal
with such cases,

Mr. Angelo: How is the Agricultursl
Bank off for money?

MR. GRIFFITHS (Avon) [452]: Oue
particular aspect of the question that has
not been touched upon by any previous
speaker is that of the farmers who have
valled meetings of their creditors, fariners
not necessarily bankrupt but earuestly en-
deavouring te get their affaivs on a busi-
ness footing, They have called meetings
to see whether an arrangement cannot be
made whereby the Government, the banks,
merchants, loeal storekeepers and others
interested might collaborate to help keep
them on their blocks and preveat their
moving to the eity to swell the ranks of
ihe nnemployed. I received a notification
from the Merredin district that notices had
been served upon various farmers fo ihe
effect that any farmer who had ecalled a
meeting of creditors was ountside the pale
as regards further loans for clearing or
assistance from the Agricnltural Bank. It
may be that this arose from some speeitic
cases and was not intended to have general
application, but considerable consternation
was created in the distriect when it was
stated that special loans for clearing, upon
which many of the farmers would have to
depend, had been stopped. Those men had
not received any previous indieation of
such an intention and had cmployed elear-
ors, and meney was owing for stores, ete.
At the last mivute they were told they
wounld not get their loans, or that all loans
had been cancelled.

Mr. Lindsay: Loans already granted had
been stopped.

My, GRIFFITHS: Yes, If o farmer de-
clared himself bankrupt, I could under-
stand the Agricaltural Bank adopting that
attitnde, but many of the farmers affected
are not bankrupt. I know a man who, if
he is not granted assistance, will he forced
off his farm, but in ordinary cirenmstances
his assets would show €1,500 to the good.
Yet, with a forced sale, he will be eom-
pelled to go off his farm with praciically
nothing. Referenee has heen made to many
farmers having no excuse for finding them-
selves in financinl difficulties. To sugmest
that many of those men are down and nut
throngh their own fault is altogether
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wrong. In wany districts there ave guod
farmers and bad larmers alike wio are
down and out this year thvouzh the failure
ol their ¢rops. | know that the experi-
menis at Coowerin under {(fovernment super-
vision on land fallowed and unfallowed
proved a failure. There was not sufficient
moisture to give the crops on either fallowed
or unfallowed land a chance. The president
of the Merredin Distriet _Agrienltural
Society, whe in previous years had won
prizes for the hest-kept faym and the best
tallow, had an average of only two bags per
acre. With all his up-to-date methods and
with the best of equipment, he got a return
of practically only six bushels to the acre.
In many of those distriets, while the position
is perhaps not so bad as it was in 1914, it is
very nearly as bad, especially in the area
beyond Merredin and even a good deal this
side of it. I have heard it ridiculed that the
failure last season was at all comparable
with that of 1914. I have heard it stated,
‘“The Agrieultural Bank says there are not
the applieations for assistance and therefore
there cannot be so many people affected.”
Many people have not submitted applications
for assistance because they knew that it
would be impossible to pull through on what
was offered in the first instanee. It is grati-
fying to learn that so much has been done.
I had an idea that more was being done than
we were informed of. Since Oectober and
early in November I have been trying to get
it understood by people in the city that con-
ditions in the eastern wheat belt were not
as bright as some folk would have us helieve,
In the civeumstances the aggregate produe-
tion of wheat for the State is surprising; it
shows what can be done.

My, Davy: YWhat was the average!

Mr. Latham: Eleven bushels.

Mr. Davy: Is not that the third best for
the State?

Mr. Latham: Yes.

Mr. Davy: Then why compare it with
10142

Mr. Latham: The member for Avon is
speaking of certain loealities.

AMr. SPEAKER : Order !

Mr. GRIFFITHS: City members do not
know anything about it.

My, Latham: And would not be expected
to.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: In the eastern districts
are large areas where the crops have been
a total failure.

The Minister for Works: low is last
season to he compared with 1914 when in
some distriets they got nothing at all?

Mr. GRIFFITHS: The wheat areas have
been extended much further east sinee 1914
and there is now a much larger area under
crop. The northern and Midland distriets
did exceedingly well, considering the seasen,
and bave lLelped to keep up the average of
the State. In the eastern districts, however,
things are worse than many people sre pre-
pured (o admit. I had a letter from a good
farmer who this year finds himseli in g very
bad way. 1 sent the leiter to the “West
Australian,” but the paper did not publish
it. [ believe those responsible for that news-
paper are burying their heads in the sand
and pretending that things are not so bad in
those areas. I do not wish to cry stinking
fish or to disparage the eountry.

Hon. G. Taylor: Yon have been making
a very good effort in that direction.

Alr. GRIFFITHS: Still I maintain that
the position is as T have explained, and why
should we shut our eyes to the fact?

Mr. Davy: But you did not say that.
compared it with 1914,

Myr. GRIFFITHS: Buot the hon, member
is comparing a totally different thing. As
compared with 1314 the area now under crop
ix probably double.

Mr. Latham: Yes, more than that.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: 1 received an intima-
tion from the Bank trustees, to take to a
meeting of 300 farmers at Westonia, that no
super wounld he allowed for non-fallowed
land. T admit that the idea of insisting upon
fallow is a very good one, but it is a stringent
condition to introduce at a time when those
men nre down and out. The time to intro-
duce it was years ago when they_first went
on the land, instead of leaving it till a season
of stress when so many farmers have pot
down to bedrock. I[f we are not going to
allow superphosphate for these newly settled
people, who have little or no chanee of get-
ting any fallow, we might as well exterd
them a welcome to the soup kitehens or the
free feeds that are available in Perth.

Hon. {+. Taylor: By Jove, the whining of
these produecers!

Mr. GRTFFITHS: Whining be domned.
Nathing of the sort! Tt is pretty severe
upon the settlers that they should have their
prospeetive loans eancelled. Tf an unfort-
unate man is down and out, and has been
oblized to hand his affairs over to a trustee,
passibly nothing else can be done for him.

You
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Many of the settlers, however, have caled
meetings of their erediters, with the idea of
some seftlement being arranged whereby
theyv mayv be allowed to remain upon and
work their farms. If all avenues of revenue
are to be closed {o them, we might as weu
extend them a welcome to the city.

Question put and passed; the Address-in-
Reply adopted.

ADJOURNMENT.

THE PREMIER {Hon. P. Collier—Boul-
der) [51]: I move—

That the House at its riging adjourn until
430 p.m. on Tuesday next.
Question pnt and passed.

House adjourned af 5.2 pm.

Acgislative Council,

Tuesday, 26th March, 1929.
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The DEPUTY PRESIDENT took the

Chair at 430 p.m., and read prayers.

© A

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY, PRESENTATIO'N.

The DEPUTY PRESIDENT: I desire to
inform hon. members that in aceordance
with their resolution T presented to His
Excellency the Lieutenant Governor the
Address-in-reply passed by this House, and
received from him the following acknow-
ledgment :—

Mr. President and hon. membera of the Legis-
lative Couneil, T thank vou for yvour expressiong
of loyally to His Most Gracious Majesty the
King. and for wvour Address-in-reply to the
Speech  with whieh I opened Parliament.
{Sed.y R, P. MedMillan, Lieutenant Governor.

QUESTION—WATER SUPPLY,
PINGELLY,

Hon, H. STEWART asked the Chief See-
retary: 1, What is the total cost of the Pin-
gelly water supply—(a) capital, (b) main-
tenance? 2, What contributions for interest,
sinking fund, ete., bave been received?

The CHIEF SECRETARY replied: 1,
(a) Capital expenditure at 30th June,
1928, £11,008; capital expenditure to 28th
February, 1928, £11,015; {b) tolal cost oi
maintenance from the inception of nnder-
takings to 30th June, 1928—£11,283. 2,
The totat accrued income from the inception
to 30th June, 1928, amounted to £15,20%;
this has been applied as follows:—

To meet maintenance expenditure £11,263

Coniribution towards interest 3,689
Contribution  towards sinking
fund .. . o . 232

£15,204

The interest and sinking fund unpaid
amount to respectively £2,663 and £1,471,
This represents the total deficiency at the
30th June, 1928, of £4,134.

LAPSED BILLS.
Assembly’s Message.

Message from the Assembly received and
read requesting the Couneil, in aceordance
with the Assembly’s Standing Order 414,
to resume the consideration of the Hospital
Fund Bill and the Hospital Fund (Con-
fributions) Bill in the stages which they
had reached last session:—

The HONORARY MINISTER: I move—

That the Assembly’s message be taken inte
consideration after Notice of Motion No. 1.

Hon. A. LOVEKIN ; I bave just seen the
typeseript of the amendments which the
Honorary Minister has tabled in connection
with the Hospital I'und Bill, and I certfainly
do not thiek these amendments will be sat-
isfactory to me. T therefore wish to usk
the Honorary Minister whether, to belp us,
he will get drafted for us by to-morrow .an-
other amendment, which of course would
not bind the Government but would be help-
ful to hon. mombers, and which would pro-
vide in the first place that all sobsidies
under the Hospital Fand Bill must go to



